
Application No. 




Applicant(s) 



Interview Summary 



09/004,395 



GILMORE ET AL 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



Nita M. Minnifield 



1645 



All participants (applicant, applicant's representative PTO personnel) 



(1) Nita M. Minnifield . 



(3). 



(2) Lisa Hillman 



Date of Interview: 15 Aupust 2001 . 

Type: 3)0 Telephonic b)^ Video Conference 

c)n Personal [copy given to: 1)0 applicant 2)0 applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or dennonstration conducted: d)^ Yes e)M No. 
If Yes, brief descnption: . 

i Claim(s) discussed: NONE . 

i 

I Identification of prior art discussed: NONE . 
Agreement with respect to the claims f)^ was reached g)^ was not reached, h)^ N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: Examiner indicated that the error of abandonment of this application (09/004395) 
on July 13, 2001 has been corrected by the Office. The Appeal Brief and Supplemental Amendment, both filed June 
25, 2001, have been entered and the application has been forwarded to the Examiner for examination and action as 
of August 13, 2001. This application is still pending. The Examiner regrets the confusion. . 

(A fuller descnption, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

i)[3 It IS not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview(if box is 
checked). 

Unless the paragraph above has been checked, THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION 
MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW (See MPEP Section 713 04) If a reply to the last Office 
action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A 
STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW See Summary of Record of Interview requirements on 
reverse side or on attached sheet 



txaminer tsJote You must sign Wms fonn unless it is an 




Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 



Miinual of Patent Kxamininy PrtKi'thiri- (MPKP), Si'ttion 713.04, Substaiut' of Inu*r\it*« Must he Made of Retord 

Loniplcic ssDttcn staicniciu as lo the suhslancc ot aii> tJt:c-ui-tacc, video contcrciKc. nr tctcphoiic iiUlt\icu uiih ici;ard \o an appliLaiuMi must he inaJe ic^^imJ in tin.- 
applicalioii uticthcr ur not an a^recnicni uidi [he examiner w,as reached at itic inter v lev*. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CKK) ^ 1.133 Interviews 

Para^rapli (b) 

In everv insianee vshere reeonsideraiion is requested in viev\ ot an inter\icv^ with an examiner, a complete written statement ot the reasons presented at the inier\ ieu as 
\varrannn^ favorable action niiisi be tiled b> the apphcant An interviev^ dtK's not renune the necessitv tor repK to Ottlce action as specitled in ijii I 11 1 , 1 135 (35 1" S C \}2i 

37 CFR §12 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business u itli the Patent or Trademark Oftlce stiould be transacted in writing; Ttie personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or ayenis ai the Patent and 
l iademark Ottice is unnecessary The action ot ttie Patent and Trademark OtTice will be based exclusivcK on the written record m the Office No atientuui dc paid :o 
aii\ alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understandini: in relation to uhich ttiere is disaereement or doubt 



Tlie actKMi ot the Patetit and Tradeniark Otfioe cannot be based exclusiveb on the written remrd in the Ottice it tliat record is iiselt 
MKninplete through the tailure to record the substance ot uitervieus. 

It IS the res[H)iisihnity ot ttie apphcant or the attorney or at^ent to make the substance ot an interview ot record m tiie application tile, unless 
tile examiner mdicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the c]uestion of patentabiht\ , 

Hxaminers must complete an !nter\ ieu Summar> Form tttr each inter\iew held u here a matter ot" sulistaiice has been discussed duritiL' the 
interview b\ checkuiL! the approjuiate boxes and filling in the blanks. Dtscussu)ns regarding only jirticedura! matters, directed st)lel> to restriction 
requirements tor wliich interview recordation is otherwise prt)vided ft)r in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent i:\amining i^rocedure. or ptuntuig 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded frt>m the interview reci)rdatu)n procedures belou Where the 
substance ot" an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is recjuired. 

The Iiiiei vjcw Summary Torni shall he given an i:pprc;pr:iite Paper No,, placed :n the ngin liand p^^rtion of the file, lind lifted '^n the 
"Contents" sectK>n of the file wrapper. In a personal mterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the ct)py is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the mterview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 
Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 
Name of applicant 
Name of examiner 
Date of interview 

Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

Name of participantls) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 
An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demtinstration conducted 
,An identification t)f the specific prior art discussed 

An indication whether an agreement was reached and if sd. a description of the genera! nature of the agreement (ma> be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner t<i the contrar\ . 

The signature of the examiner who conducted the inter\ iew (if I-orni is not an attachment to a signed Office aciioni 

It IS desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case 
unless both applicant and examiner agree that the examiner will record same. Where the examiner agrees to record the substance ot the inter\iew 
or when it is adequately recorded on the Form or in an attachment to the Ft>rm. the examiner should check the appropriate box at the bottom of the 
Form which informs the applicant that the submission of a separate record of the substance of the inter\ lew as a supplement to the I-orm is not 
required. 

It should be noted, howe\er. that the Interview Summary Form will not normalb be considered a complete and proper recordation of tlie 
iniervieu unless it includes, or is supplemented b\ the applicant or the examiner to niclude. all tif the apphcahle items retjuired behiu concerning the 
siilistatice of the inter\ lew. 

.■\ complete and proper recordation ot the substance of aiu inter\iew slunild include at least the tollouing apfMicalMe items 

1 ) A brief description of the nature of ain evhibit shovMi or ain denionstratioii conducted. 

2i an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification oi the specific prior art discussed, 

4i an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are alreads described on the 
Inters lew Summary I-orm completed by tlie Hxammer. 

5 I a brief identification of ihe general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner. 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the [principal arguments made to ilic 
exaninier ^an he understood in the tontevt of the apph^aiion ftle Of >.ourse. the ap|>hc.tnt ma\ desire to einphasi/c and full\ 
describe those arguments uhivfi he or she feels uere or imghi be persuasi\e to the examiner i 



Kx.iniiiKT to C luck for \ccurac\ 
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^.l?- \ United States Paiiint and Trademark Office 



Commissioner ^^or Patent 

UN'Tc;c Stages Pa-^ENT and TRA3)E^^AR^ OfF'CE 

V'VA L". • 1 I N O TTL) N , Z: C 3 

//v.'v. u3pic go. 



Fax Cbvo- Sto: 



Date: 15 Aug 2001 


To? Lisa Hillmnn 


From: Nita M. Minnilield 


ApplicatioffVContit>l Number. 09/0m,395 


Art Unit 1645 


Fax No.: (312)913^2 


Phone No.: 703-305-33^ 


Voice No.: (312)913^1 


Return Fax No.: 703-.W;^556 


Re: 


CC: 



I I Urgent O For Review Q For Comment Q For Repty [3 Per Your Request 



Comments : 

SEE ATTACHED INTERVIEW SUMMARY RECORD 



Number of pages including this page 



uMitklciiti.il It 1^ intended ;>M ;iic kvi[Mcii! iUiiicU il .tic [i>m ti,;- mtcii.ic.i :c^i[^icii;. .i;,. .ii-: ;;,,;Kiti' ■:, 

jMiibuiion iM copMH^^ of tlii^ dtviJiiiciu IS stik'tl^ pioliibiicd It this divuiiicni is icccncd in cihu, \iuj .iic icqucstcd \o 

iiiinicdkiich iiotiK tlic scikic! at the aho\e inJieated telephone nunilxM and tetuiii the entne dtKunient m an eiueloix' 

(JJr..^,.. j , 



